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Purpose of the Seminar 

 
 
 

A lack of Biblical stewardship can often destroy marriages, families and churches 
across America.  As a church we must disciple believers in the area of biblical 

stewardship, not just in giving to the local church, but in all areas of life. 
 
 

Through over 25 years in ministry, we have seen God do some amazing things.  By God’s 
grace, we hope to: 
 
 Stir the heart of God’s people to make wise choices. 
 
 Encourage and strengthen God’s people and your church financially. 

 
 Teach God’s people to apply biblical priorities to their finances. 

 
 Encourage generosity in both life and death. 

 
 Assist families in using a budget and eliminating debt. 

 
 Bring financial and legal expertise to the local church. 

 
 Correct many common financial errors made by God’s people. 

 
 Help families to apply the lessons taught in Scripture and develop a lifestyle of 

stewardship.  With one-on-one Personal Stewardship Reviews we provide insight 
on how to prepare an estate plan, reduce income tax liability, and properly 
position their investments, retirement plans and insurance.     
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Speakers’ Bios 

Roy L Russell 
Roy is the president and founder of The Life Financial Group, Inc. As a 
Certified Financial Planner TM and an Investment Advisor 
Representative for Geneos Wealth Management, Inc., he is 
responsible for overseeing more than 100 million dollars of invested 
assets for clients around the country. He has taught workshops on 
pastors' taxes and oversees the tax department at The LIFE Financial 
Group as well as managing his personal donor advised charity called 
the Institute for Biblical Endowment, a public charity through the 
WaterStone Foundation.  

  

Roy and his wife Lana have been married for over thirty years and has 
four grown children and nine grandchildren. Roy’s many hobbies 

include sailing on tall ships, travel, waterskiing, boating, biking, hiking and tinkering in his wood-working 
shop.   He and his wife Lana attend High Point Baptist Chapel in Geigertown, PA. 

 

Timothy J Russell 
Tim Russell, Roy’s son, is a Financial Advisor and has worked with The 
Life Financial Group, Inc. in various capacities since 1998.  He holds 
Series 7 and 66 licenses, in addition to his Pennsylvania Life & Health 
Insurance license.  Tim's responsibilities include managing client 
accounts, promoting and organizing church seminars, and updating the 
company web site. 

  

Tim Graduated from Clearwater Christian College with a BA in 
Bible.  Married in 2002, Tim and his wife Christine have two very active 
boys (Joshua and David).  Along with spending time with his family, 
Tim teaches adult Sunday school and heads up the outreach team at 
Grace & Peace Presbyterian Church in Pottstown, PA.  
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Jeremy Ehst 
Jeremy Ehst is a Certified Financial Planner ™ and also services our 
clients’ insurance needs.  He holds Series 7 and 66 securities licenses in 
addition to his Pennsylvania Life & Health insurance license.  He has 
been to seminary and holds a degree in Biblical Studies with a 
concentration in missions, and has served in ministry as an associate 
pastor. 

  

Jeremy and his wife Melanie have three sons.  The Ehsts are active 
members at Mountain View Chapel in Douglassville, where Jeremy 
serves in small group leadership.  In his spare time, Jeremy enjoys 
spending time with his family, playing and watching sports, fishing, and 
reading. 

 

Mark Magruder 
Mark Magruder is a Financial Advisor and Enrolled Agent (EA).  He 
holds Series 7 and 66 securities licenses in addition to his Pennsylvania 
Life & Health insurance license.  As an Enrolled Agent, Mark is a 
federally-authorized tax practitioner who is empowered by the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury to represent taxpayers before all 
administrative levels of the Internal Revenue Service for audits, 
collections, and appeals.  Mark also holds a degree in Accounting from 
Drexel University. 

Married in 1985, Mark and his wife Maryanne have three grown sons.  
The Magruders attend New Life Bible Fellowship Church in Oley, 
where they are active in various Bible studies and the church's prison 
ministry.  In his spare time, Mark also volunteers for Hockey Ministries 
International assisting them with summer camp ministries.  In 

addition, Mark is very involved as an off-ice official in professional hockey.  He has also served as 
Chaplain for the  Reading Royals.  Mark also volunteers at a local high school, teaching business and 
finance through Junior Achievement.  Mark and Maryanne enjoy National Parks and traveling to 
California and Canada to visit their sons. 

 
 

For help with your own planning needs, please contact the 
Legacy Institute team members: 

Phone: (610)385-4500 * Web: www.TheLifeGroup.org 

Email: Contact@TheLifeGroup.org  

 

http://www.thelifegroup.org/
mailto:Contact@TheLifeGroup.org
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Seminar Schedule 
 

Below you will find a typical schedule for the Stewardship Lifestyle Seminar.  The schedule is flexible 
and can be altered to allow for multiple Sunday Morning Services.  Personal Stewardship Reviews can 
also be extended beyond Tuesday for larger churches. 

Sunday 
 

Adult Sunday School  A Biblical Call to Proactive Parenting 
 
Sunday Morning  Sermon: Biblical Sequential Priorities (Haggai 1) 
 
Afternoon Workshop  Cash-Flow, Budgeting, and Debt Elimination  
      
Sunday Evening   Sermon: A Biblical Call to Wise Stewardship (1 Tim 6:6-19) 

Evening Dinner (possibly with church family) 
 

Monday 
 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.   Morning Personal Stewardship Reviews (Use Sign-up Sheets)  

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  Seniors’ Luncheon – Avoiding Costly Mistakes in Retirement  

1:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Afternoon Personal Stewardship Reviews (Use Sign-up Sheets) 

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  Optional, but highly recommended: Church Carry-in Dinner 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Workshop: Financial, Tax and Retirement Planning  

8:30 – 9:30 p.m.  Evening Personal Stewardship Reviews (Use Sign-up Sheets) 

 

Tuesday 
 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.   Morning Personal Stewardship Reviews (Use Sign-up Sheets) 

1:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Afternoon Personal Stewardship Reviews (Use Sign-up Sheets) 

5:00 – 6:15 p.m.  Optional Dinner (possibly with church family) 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   Workshop: Estate Planning from a Biblical Worldview 
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Message and Workshop Summaries 

The ministry of the Stewardship Lifestyle Seminar falls under these three categories.    

 

1. Preaching: Two sermons that establish the Biblical foundation for stewardship 
a. Biblical Sequential Priorities – This is a foundational Bible message that establishes a grid 

that helps us make prioritized choices about how we manage our resources based on five 
timeless truths. 

b. A Biblical Call to Wise Stewardship – This is an expository message about how personal 
stewardship impacts the local church, based on I Timothy 6:17-19. 

 

2. Teaching: Workshops offering generalized applications of the Biblical principles taught in the 
preaching messages 

a. A Biblical Call to Proactive Parenting – This workshop helps parents understand their 
responsibility to begin training their children to be biblical stewards at an early age.  It also 
provides parents the tools they need to successfully teach their children. 

b. Budgeting & Debt Elimination – This is a helpful workshop that teaches ways to eliminate 
debt and how to set up a budget that works.  It is often the case that individuals burdened 
by debt have a hard time being cheerful givers.  A budget worksheet in Excel format is 
available to do budgeting electronically. This is a primary tool in managing and measuring 
your money.   

c. Financial Planning & Tax and Retirement Planning – This is a two hour workshop with a 
ten-minute intermission.  In it we teach the basics about 
savings, investing, life insurance how to avoid some 
common mistakes.  It is also a practical application 
workshop that addresses issues such as long-term care 
insurance, investing, diversification, tax planning and 
annuities as one looks toward retirement. 

d. Estate Planning from a Christian Worldview – This is an 
insightful workshop that addresses charitable giving, 
estate planning, and legal documents.  It addresses the 
need for a “Christian’s Will.”  This workshop is designed 
to be beneficial to everyone, not just those with 
substantial wealth. A local attorney will be present 
Tuesday evening to help answer any estate/legal 
questions.  For more information about the attorney 
selection process please see page 8. 

 

3. Application: As addressed in the next section, we offer 
Personal Stewardship Reviews to help families 
understand how these Biblical principles apply to their 
specific situations. 

 

Message Visualization 
Preaching Biblical Principles 

Sermons 
(Biblical Instruction) 

Teaching Practical Applications 
Workshops 

(Generalized Application) 

Specific Application of 
Principles 

Personal Stewardship Checkups 
(Personalized Application) 
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Personal Stewardship Checkups 

 
 Our goal is to help families understand what being a good steward looks like in their particular 

situations.  After getting to know a family’s financial picture, we can help them to apply the 
Biblical principles discussed in the seminar.  

 
 We review and discuss their Wills and Power-of-Attorney documents, health issues, various 

assets, retirement planning, insurance, budgeting and debt.   We then provide specific advice 
regarding how to simplify and improve the current situation.  [This is a typical financial checkup 
that normally costs $350 per family.  This fee is waived as it is part of our ministry to your 
church.  These meetings are not for the purpose of sales.] 

 
 Part of our intention is to challenge your congregation to continue in the grace of giving and 

show them how they may be able to give in greater ways in the future.   
 
 Those you know who have a heart for your ministry and its future might be the ones you want 

to encourage, taking advantage of this opportunity to sit down with an Advisor.   
 
 Individual Sessions last 60 to 90 minutes. 
 
 Appointments are available Monday and Tuesday during the day and, as needed, after the 

evening meetings.   
 
 There are a limited number of slots available. 

 
 Sign-up list is in the church office. 

 
 These sessions are not primarily for budgeting & debt management. Those who need budget 

help or direction managing their credit card debt should attend both public sessions on these 
topics Sunday afternoon or evening. 
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Attorney Selection Process 
For “Estate Planning from a Christian Worldview” Workshop 

 

Why this Tuesday evening workshop is important: One of the great benefits of this ninety-minute 
presentation is seeing God’s people work through difficult issues related to their estate plans.  We 
believe that the convictions we hold as believers should be expressed in each believer’s Last Will and 
Testament.   This Christian’s Will includes your personal testimony, funding for ministry, educational 
desires, etc.  Through our efforts we have seen financial resources which otherwise might not have gone 
into God's work bequeathed to local churches. We are humbled that the Lord allows us this privilege.  To 
our knowledge, no other ministry is currently directing assets toward the local church in this manner.  
We teach that since God owns it all, why stop short of a tithe in your Will?   Being prepared with well-
crafted and thoughtful legal documents is not only wise (Prov. 22:3) but also a sign of good 
stewardship.  This is your final act of stewardship! 
 

Why we have an attorney present:  First, the attorney assists our speaker with the Tuesday 
presentation educating your people on sensitive and often difficult issues related to guardianship of 
children and the importance of writing a Power-of-Attorney.  The attorney can also answer specific 
estate-related questions that may arise.  Secondly, he or she can assist families in developing affordable 
and reliable legal documents.  We are usually able to negotiate a discounted fee for the drafting of these 
needed documents.  We have found that if we do not connect families with an attorney immediately 
after the Seminar, the best of intentions quickly evaporate with the busyness of life.   
 

How we select the attorney: We have a thorough process to select an attorney who is philosophically 
aligned with us, and also has the important qualities of integrity and honesty. We work diligently to find 
competent and qualified attorneys to assist in this workshop.  Below you will find the details about our 
selection process.  If there are any further questions please don’t hesitate to ask.  It often takes several 
hours of our time to properly vet the attorney. 
 

 We start with your congregation.  If there is a member of your church who is an attorney we 
would like to see if he or she is interested in working with us.  If not, then we want to talk to an 
attorney who already works with people in your church.   

 
 Ideally, we are looking for an attorney of like faith who can assist your church. 

 
 If no such attorney is found, we then carefully search for a well-respected local attorney. 

 
 We interview each prospect by phone, email and/or in person to determine character, 

philosophy, practice type, experience, church affiliation, and general persona.  Any candidate 
that does not sufficiently meet our expectations will not be invited to your church. 

 

 We communicate with the church to make sure that the selected attorney is suitable. 
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Promotional Procedure 
 
 In order to have the maximum benefit for your church, your leadership team needs to get 
behind this and follow the recommended promotional guidelines.  Otherwise, attendance may be 
sketchy and those who need this most will not benefit. We encourage you and your staff to get to know 
more about our services and ministry prior to the seminar.  It is essential that the following 
promotional material be distributed to your congregation.    
 
 It all starts with Prayer and seeking God’s leading.  This discipleship/stewardship training can 

change the family, the church and the community. 
  

 Bulletin Inserts: These are to be used each of the two Sundays prior to the seminar, and the 
Sunday following the Seminar.  Each insert is different and serves a specific purpose. 

 
 Pulpit Announcements: We provide scripts to be read to the congregation each of the two 

weeks prior to the meeting. 
 
 Pastoral Letter: We provide a text which you should personalize and send to the congregation.  

This is to be done a few weeks prior to the seminar to urge attendance and participation.  Please 
use your own church stationary.   

 
 Posters: These are supplied by us and are to be put up around the church announcing the dates 

of the seminar.   
 
 Emails: Send out reminder emails to the church a few days in advance of the seminar. 

 
 Video: The Stewardship Lifestyle Seminar Video is to be shown to the congregation two Sundays 

prior to the seminar.  We also urge you to embed the video on your church website. Contact us 
if you need assistance with this. It can be accessed through The Life Financial Group’s Ministry 
Page.  

 

Miscellaneous 
 
 Please have nursery and child care available during Seminar sessions. 

 
 Try to use teens to staff the nursery so parents can attend the sessions. 

 
 If your ministry includes a Christian school, consider how you can promote the seminar to 

parents who do not attend your church. 
 

http://www.thelifegroup.org/#!stewardship/ckqh
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Seminar Checklist 
Pastor’s Responsibilities 

6 Weeks Prior to Seminar 
□ If needed, designate a Seminar Liaison (a church member or church staff member) 
□ With Seminar Liaison, open Seminar Materials box(es) and confirm contents  

o Seminar Workbooks (enough to distribute 1 per family) 
o Legacy Data Sheets 
o Bulletin Inserts 

□ Review Workbook to familiarize yourself with the seminar 
□ Fill out dates for remaining checklist items below 

 
 

 
5 Weeks Prior - Date:   

□ Review Seminar goals and Seminar Workbook with a LIFE Team Member (we’ll call you) 
□ Arrange accommodations for The LIFE Team: housing, transportation, meals 

□ Accommodations (Church Families, Church Housing, or hotel) 
□ Number needed:  
□ Nights needed:  

□ Meals 
□ LIFE Team members will need all three meals, Sunday through Tuesday 
□ Dinner Saturday evening with Pastor, Attorney, and LIFE Team 

□ Transportation (Flights/Train Tickets/Rental Car) 
 
 
 

 
3 Weeks Prior - Date:   

□ Send Out “Pastor to Congregation” Letter to church (See Appendix A) – modify as needed 
□ Display posters throughout church 
□ Announce the seminar in your Sunday Bulletin and on your website 
□ Line up nursery workers for Monday and Tuesday evening sessions 

 
 
 

 
2 Sundays Prior - Date:   

□ Distribute “Three Great Blessings” bulletin insert 
□ Use “First Pulpit Announcement” (See appendix B) – modify as needed 
□ Promote Monday and Tuesday Financial Stewardship Checkups 

□ Make Signup sheet(s) available to congregation 
□ Provide the Legacy Family Data Sheet to families who sign up 

□ Promote Monday’s Seniors Luncheon and Carry-in Dinner  
□ Show Stewardship Lifestyle Seminar Video of what’s ahead 

http://www.thelifegroup.org/#!stewardship/ckqh
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1 Sunday Prior - Date:   
□ Distribute “What You can Expect” bulletin insert 
□ Use “Second Pulpit Announcement” (See Appendix D) – modify as needed 
□ Promote the Personal Financial Checkups  
□ Promote Monday’s Seniors Luncheon and Carry-in Dinner  

 
 
 

The Sunday of the Seminar - Date:   
□ Hold your worship service(s) as previously arranged 
□ Promote the Personal Financial Checkups 
□ Promote Seniors’ Luncheon 
□ Promote Monday Carry-in Dinner 
□ Encourage Attendance at Workshops 

 
 
 

1 Week After The Seminar - Date:   
□ Distribute “The Week in Review” bulletin insert  
□ Communicate with the attorney regarding appointments with church members 
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Pastor to Congregation Letter 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

 Throughout my ministry, I have seen many areas of need in the lives of Christians.  One area 
that has affected many families both positively and negatively is that of money management.  We all 
understand the vital role finances play in our lives.  As believers, we know the Bible not only instructs us 
but also commands us to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to us.  In the different stages of 
our lives, we face different financial challenges.  We only have to look as far as God’s Word to find the 
answer to the many difficult questions dealing with money. 

 Our church has invited the Legacy Institute for Financial Excellence (The L.I.F.E. Group) to 
conduct a 3 day Stewardship Lifestyle Seminar to provide you with useful applications for Biblical 
Stewardship.  I personally encourage you to attend these sessions that we our hosting on Sunday, 
Date____, through Tuesday, Date____.  The church leadership has agreed to cover the expense of this 
conference, bringing it to you at no cost; however, a free will offering will be taken.   We are planning a 
Seniors Luncheon at 12:00 pm on Monday to learn about the 12 Dangerous and Costly Mistakes made in 
Retirement.  Monday before the session on Money Management we are planning a carry-in dinner at 
5:30 pm to assist in your busy schedule.  Childcare is being provided for all sessions. 

 

This Bible-based course will cover many principles and practical applications including: 

 

 What’s the difference between a secular and a Biblical world view of money? 
 How can we train up our children to think and act Biblically? 
 How can I establish a budget that works? 
 How can I accelerate my way out of debt? 
 What is a “Christian’s Will” and do I need a Power-of-Attorney? 
 How can I avoid probate and federal estate taxes when the Lord calls me home?  A local 

attorney will be available at the Tuesday evening session. 
 Should I refinance my mortgage or pay extra toward the principal? 
 Should I continue to use my 401(k) at work?  What is a Roth IRA? 
 When can I afford to retire and how much will I need? 
 How can I lay up treasures in heaven and invest in the Kingdom of God? 

 

I know you will be blessed by attending this seminar.  I would also like to encourage you to invite your 
friends and relatives who do not attend our church.  This is a tremendous witness for us as Christians to 
show non-believers that there is relevance in the ministries we provide. 

God Bless, 

Pastor 

Appendix A 
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FIRST PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENT 
PASTOR: This is a suggested script to use two Sundays prior to the seminar.  It will help to set the tone 
for our arrival.  Please read it over and edit as needed.  Use this announcement in addition to the 
bulletin insert “Three Great Blessings” to acquaint your congregation with the upcoming event.  The 
better your promotion is, the better the attendance will be.  The better the attendance, the greater the 
impact!   

As you have noticed, there is an insert in today’s bulletin regarding the Stewardship Lifestyle Seminar 
that we will be hosting in two weeks.  This seminar will be conducted by the Legacy Institute for 
Financial Excellence.  This will be a three day workshop.  The seminar will be held during both the 
morning and (afternoon or evening) services on Sunday, and also Monday and Tuesday evenings.  Please 
mark your calendars to be here for this three day event, and be sure to invite your friends and 
neighbors. 

The goal of the seminar is to help us understand three key areas: 

• A Biblical World View rather than a Secular View of Stewardship 
• Practical and useful applications to help you excel in Stewardship 
• The importance of wise planning for the future along with writing a “Christian’s Will” 
 
The Legacy Institute for Financial Excellence is a division of The LIFE Financial Group.  The institute is a 
team of Christian financial advisors that have taught Biblical stewardship in churches all across America.  
Lives have been changed and marriages strengthened through the Biblical teaching of this seminar.  In 
addition to their public teaching materials, they will be offering Personal Stewardship Reviews for 
families in our church.  These sessions provide personalized advice and stewardship application at no 
cost to you.  Those of you who want to take advantage of this opportunity must reserve your place in 
advance.  Be assured they are not here to sell anything, but to help you apply Biblical priorities to your 
life.  These meetings will be by appointment only during the day Monday and Tuesday.  Space is limited! 

 

The Legacy Institute for Financial Excellence works with attorneys and CPAs around the country.  As an 
investment advisory firm, they have served the Christian community since 1978.  Please see me or 
_______________ (Seminar Liaison) if you have any questions.   

 

This is an area of great need. Each of us will benefit from the solid Biblical teaching and the one-on-one 
counseling available in the Personal Stewardship Reviews.  We can anticipate God’s blessing as we seek 
to honor Him with our finances, so let’s all plan on being there and inviting our friends and family who 
would also benefit from this event 

Appendix B 



 

 

 

Monday 

9:00 

 

 

10:30 

 

 

12:00-1:30 Lunch 

1:30 

 

 

3:00 

 

 

 

8:45 

 

 

Tuesday 

9:00 

 

 

10:30 

 

 

12:00-1:30 Lunch 

1:30 

 

 

3:00 

 

 

Personal Financial Checkups 
Signup Sheet 

Note: Two separate advisors are 
available at each appointment time.  
These meetings are individual, 
confidential sessions. 
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 SECOND PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENT 

PASTOR: This is a suggested script to use one Sunday prior to the seminar.  Use this announcement in 
addition the bulletin insert “What can you expect?” to remind your congregation with the upcoming 
event.  

USE ONE SUNDAY BEFORE THE SEMINAR: 

 

Next week a team from the Legacy Institute for Financial Excellence will be conducting a Stewardship 
Lifestyle Seminar at our church. The emphasis will be on handling God’s wealth wisely, making sound 
financial choices, writing a “Christian’s Will,” and the parental role in teaching children Biblical priorities 
in handling money. 

While here, they will be teaching on:  

• How to get out of and stay out of debt 
• Practical applications to help you excel in stewardship  
• Marital unity and harmony over financial issues  
• Effective short and long term financial planning from a Biblical world View 
• The wisdom of having basic legal documents prepared from a Christian perspective  
 
The Stewardship Lifestyle Seminar team will be bringing an attorney with them to the Tuesday night 
session.  He can answer questions and provide assistance for those of you who need wills and related 
documents.  In addition to their public teaching materials, the LIFE team will be offering Personal 
Stewardship Reviews for families in our church.  These sessions provide personalized advice and 
stewardship application at no cost to you.  If you are interested in a meeting, you must sign up to 
reserve a time.  These meetings will be by appointment only during the day Monday and Tuesday.  
Space is limited! 

Folks, let’s take full advantage of this opportunity.  Remember it’s FREE!  Normally The LIFE Group 
charges a fee of $350 for these Personal Stewardship Reviews at their offices.  Because of this, we’ll be 
taking a love offering for their time.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office or visit 
their website at www.TheLifeGroup.org 

 

 

 

  

Appendix D 

http://www.thelifegroup.org/

