
Estate Planning from 
a Biblical Worldview
LEAVING A LEGACY OF SIGNIFICANCE



INTRODUCTION

What Makes an 
Estate Plan 
Christian?



INTRODUCTION

• A Biblical perspective to 
designing your Will or Trust

• Christian estate planning boils 
down to a process of determining 
to whom, how and when we will 
transfer the stewardship of what 
God has entrusted to us when the 
time comes when we cannot 
serve as the steward ourselves
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INTRODUCTION

• All of us need to plan for the 
management and disposition of 
our property while we are alive 
and at our death based on biblical 
principles.

• As a Steward of God’s resources 
who will be held accountable:

§ Provide adequately for your 
spouse

§ Keep them informed and 
knowledgeable

§ Do your children display 
wisdom?

§ Look ahead and plan (Prov. 22:3)



ESTATE PLANNING FROM A 
BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

Leave a Legacy



“He is no fool who 
gives what he 
cannot keep to gain 
what he cannot lose”
JIM ELLIOT (1927-1956)         
CHRISTIAN MARTYR IN ECUADOR



THE TREASURE PRINCIPLE –
WHERE IS OUR TREASURE?

• Is it in IRAs, 401(k) accounts, 
stocks, mutual funds, gold coins, 
annuities, real estate, expected 
inheritance?

• Or… Do you have a different 
perspective?
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THE TREASURE PRINCIPLE –
WHAT WILL LAST?

• Finite Perspective – Farmland, real 
estate, gold, investments, and 
other things will all perish!

• Infinite Perspective – We are told 
to fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen. For what is 
seen is “transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal… For 
we walk by faith, not by sight.”      
(2 Cor. 4:18, 5:7; Col. 1:16) 



THE REWARD PRINCIPLE

• When we invest money now in 
God’s kingdom, we will receive 
great rewards later in heaven

• It’s a totally different way of 
thinking!
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WHAT DOES JESUS EXPECT

“‘Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break 
in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven…
For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.’”

MATTHEW 6:19-21



WHAT DOES JESUS EXPECT?

• We are expected to invest in the 
Kingdom – Jesus actually 
commanded us to store up 
treasures in heaven

• The reality of eternal rewards 
should foster an investment 
mentality

• What do we expect when we 
invest? We expect gain or growth!



THREE QUESTIONS

1. If you had enough money, what 
would you do differently?

2. If the doctor said you only had 
three years to live, what would 
you do differently?

3. If you were to die tomorrow, what 
would be your greatest regret?



THE REWARD PRINCIPLE

Are You Stingy, Self-
centered, or Unfaithful? 
What Legacy will You 
Leave Behind?



HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?

• When should your children receive 
an inheritance? Age 18? How 
about 21, 25 and 30?

• Do they display wisdom in their 
choices? Will they burn through it 
in 18 months? Can too much hurt 
them?

• How should they receive it? Lump 
sum or monthly income?



THE BIBLE SAYS WE WILL BE 
JUDGED FOR OUR SERVICE 
AND STEWARDSHIP 

“For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what 
he has done in the body, whether 
good or evil.” 

II CORINTHIANS 5:10



THINK ABOUT THIS –

Leaving Money or Other 
Resources to Your Local 
Church, Christian College 
or Other God-honoring 
Ministry may be Your Final 
Act of Stewardship



WE BELIEVE THAT –

“God Prospers You and 
Me, Not to Raise Our 
Standard of Living, but to 
Raise Our Standard of 
Giving” 



WAYS TO RAISE YOUR 
STANDARD OF GIVING

• Give frequent flyer miles

• Give matching challenge grants

• Assign rebates to the church

• Eliminate eating out for a period 
of time

• Do extra work for a specific 
project

• Have yard sales or resell items 
on eBay
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WAYS TO RAISE YOUR 
STANDARD OF GIVING

• Shares of stock (great tax 
planning)

• Real Estate (life estate)

• CRT (Charitable Remainder 
Trust)

• Gift Annuity (with your church)

• Life Insurance (still needed)

• Family Foundation – How much 
is enough?



WAYS TO RAISE YOUR 
STANDARD OF GIVING

• IRA (tax planning is wise)

• Collectibles (coins, gems, guns, 
books, etc.)

• Software licenses (cheaper 
upgrades)



ESTATE PLANNING FROM A 
BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

Planning Your 
Estate



WHY PLAN?

• Because we are responsible for 
our stewardship of resources

• Because we care about others 
around us

WORKBOOK PAGE 49



ESTATE PLANNING 
PROBLEMS: WASTEFULNESS

And he said, “There was a man who 
had two sons. And the younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of property that is 
coming to me.’ And he divided his 
property between them. Not many 
days later, the younger son gathered 
all he had and took a journey into a 
far country, and there he squandered 
his property in reckless living.

LUKE 15:11-13



ESTATE PLANNING 
PROBLEMS: CONFLICT

“Someone in the crowd said to him, 
‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.’ But he said to 
him, ‘Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?’ And he said to 
them, ‘Take care, and be on your 
guard against all covetousness…’”

LUKE 12:13-15a



ESTATE PLANNING IS 
OFTEN NEGLECTED

• Common Excuses

• “Estate planning is confusing.”

• “I don’t want to think about 
death.”

• “I don’t think I have a large 
enough estate.” 

• “The topic is too overwhelming.”

• “The Lord is coming soon – who 
cares?” 

• “I don’t know who to name as 
guardian.”



ESTATE PLANNING IS OFTEN 
NEGLECTED

What is Your 
Excuse?



GOD EXPECTS US TO PLAN

• Be a blessing to your children 
(Prov. 13:22)

• An inheritance is to be expected 
(Prov. 19:14)

• Planning leads to profit       
(Prov. 21:5)

• The foolish man doesn’t save 
(Prov. 21:20)

• The foolish man doesn’t plan   
(Prov. 22:3)

• We should know our net worth 
(Prov. 27:23)
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WE ALL NEED AN ESTATE 
PLAN

• A good estate plan can assist in 
preserving your property for your 
heirs and reducing or eliminating 
federal estate taxes

• Everyone should also designate 
the person who is to manage his 
or her financial affairs, provide 
needed care and make health 
care decisions in the event of 
becoming incapacitated



PLANNING IS A SIGN OF WISDOM

You Need a Will the Moment 
You Start a Family or if You 
Own Assets in Your Name 
Alone. 

Everyone here Needs a Will 
and a Power-of-Attorney, but 
Some Need More.



CAN WE LOVE EQUALLY 
BUT TREAT DIFFERENTLY?

• A good estate plan can assist in

• Consider a family with two girls 
in ministry with limited income 
potential and two boys in 
business making a good income

• We love equally but plan to treat 
differently at death – advanced 
communication with the children 
is wise



WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE 
INCLUDED?

• Last Will & Testament

• Power of Attorney for Financial 
Matters

• Power of Attorney for Healthcare

• Living Will (often included in 
Healthcare POA)

• Living Trust and Pour-over Will 
(Optional)
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WHAT IS A LAST WILL & TESTAMENT?

• A document where you identify the beneficiaries who will 
receive your property after your death.  

• The Will also names a person to be your personal 
representative (Executer) who is responsible to see that your 
property is divided between your heirs as instructed.  

• The Will may also name the guardian(s) of your minor children, 
the trustee(s) of property that belongs to minor children and 
make specific distributions according to your wishes. 

• Otherwise – at age 18 they get it all, and guess what happens 
next?



Projected 
Investment 

Decision



CUSTOMIZING YOUR WILL

• Your Testimony and Challenge to 
your heirs

• Charitable Planning for Ministry 
– since God owns it all why limit 
the gift to a tithe?

• Provisions for Your Children at 
specific ages – 21, 25 and 72?

• Did you forget to include any of 
your children?

• Christian Schooling or College?



CUSTOMIZING YOUR WILL

• Guardian, Trustee & Executor

• Did you provide for backups?

• What age are they to receive the 
money?

• Proper Witnesses – (spouse & 
beneficiaries cannot witness)

• Memorandum – listing personal 
assets

• Self-Proving Affidavit – validates 
that the Will is the original



WHAT IS A FINANCIAL POWER-OF-ATTORNEY?

• It grants the authority to manage your financial affairs if you 
become unable to do so.

• Applies to your money, property, and other assets, including, 
paying your bills and spending your money. 

• Without a power of attorney, your family may be required to 
obtain a court-supervised conservator to manage your financial 
affairs which is expensive and time consuming. Everyone should 
have one.

• A power of attorney terminates on your death.



WHAT IS A HEALTH CARE
POWER-OF-ATTORNEY?

• This document names a person to 
make healthcare decisions for 
you if you are unable to make 
those decisions for yourself.

• It usually contains the language 
of a Living Will also called an 
Advance Directive. Everyone 
should have one.



WHAT IS A LIVING WILL?

• A separate document in which 
you may declare that if you are in 
a terminal condition, you do not 
want your life to be prolonged and 
do not want life-sustaining 
treatment, beyond comfort care, if 
that treatment would serve only to 
artificially delay the moment of 
your death.

• Being replaced with the Health 
Care (Medical) Power-of-Attorney.



WHAT IS A LIVING TRUST?

• A Living or Revocable Trust says 
who should manage one’s 
financial affairs in the event of 
disability and/or death.

• It also functions like a Will by 
distributing assets after death.  

• This type of Trust is revocable or 
amendable during lifetime but 
becomes irrevocable at death. 



WHAT IS A LIVING TRUST?

A Living Trust is 
like a Basket



ADVANTAGES OF A LIVING 
TRUST

• Provides for ongoing 
management and avoids the cost 
and delays of probate

• Avoids ancillary probate
• A must for the residents of some 

states

• Still need a basic will (called 
Pour-over Will)

• All titled assets need to be re-
titled into the trust: house, 
investments, etc.

• Usually for larger estates
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DISADVANTAGES OF A 
LIVING TRUST

• Much more detailed - 30 to 50 
pages long 

• More confusing than a Will

• Costly to draft - $2,400 is typical

• Trust must be funded

• Benefits often over stated

• Legal counsel still needed at death

• Does not eliminate Federal Estate 
taxes unless special trust provision 
is added. Same as a Will.
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GENERALLY 3 TAXES

• State Inheritance Taxes – Indiana, 
Iowa, Kentucky, Nebraska, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania

• State Estate Taxes – currently 16 
state impose their own estate 
taxes (includes life insurance 
benefits)

• Federal Estate Taxes – up to 40% 
of estate (includes life insurance 
benefits)



WAYS TO PASS ASSETS TO A LOVE ONE –
PROBATE TRANSFERS

• The term “probate” means “to prove.”

• The legal definition is the “act or process of proving a will.”

• In reality, the probate process encompasses the entire 
administration process, determination of total assets, paying 
debts, liabilities and taxes, and only then distribution of 
remaining assets to beneficiaries.  

• Probate is the process that enables beneficiaries to receive 
property that is rightfully theirs.



PROBATE

• Occurs with or without a Will

• Occurs in every state where you 
own real estate (ancillary 
probate).

• Probate is very easy in some 
states and very costly & 
troublesome in others

• Attorney fees can be costly and 
vary by state

• It usually takes 1 year or more to 
settle an estate
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ADVANTAGES OF PROBATE

• Heirs protected by the court

• Orderly transfer of assets in a 
public manner, approved by the 
court

• Validity of title of the transferred 
assets is not in question

• All disputes of the distribution of 
your estate are settled under 
court supervision

• Creditor's claims against your 
estate can be made for a limited 
time only
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DISADVANTAGES OF 
PROBATE

• Probate can be an extremely 
costly manner of transferring your 
assets

• The process can be very time 
consuming

• Probate court proceedings are 
inherently inflexible

• Probate proceedings are a matter 
of public record – there is no 
privacy when your estate goes 
through probate



DISADVANTAGES OF 
PROBATE

• Ancillary Probate – probate in 
other states where real estate 
was owned (legal fees can be 
multiplied)

• Your estate, while in probate, is a 
separate tax entity. Prior planning 
may afford some tax savings. 
Your estate has a new tax ID 
number and must file a tax return. 



COSTS OF PROBATE

• Filing Fees

• Attorney Fees

• Executor Fees

• Bond Premiums

• Appraisal Fees
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NON-PROBATE TRANSFERS 
(GENERALLY FALL INTO 
THREE CATEGORIES)

• Pass by Title:
• Joint Tenant with right of 

survivorship (JTWROS)

• Securities “TOD” (transfer on 
death) 

• Banks “in trust for” 

• Pass by Contract: Life Insurance 
and Annuities

• Pass by Trust:  Living Trust (most 
common type of trust)
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IS YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER?

• Do you have a Will that displays 
your convictions and beliefs?

• Have you included the Lord’s 
work?

• Do you own real estate in several 
states? Then use a Living Trust 

• Do you have a Power-of-
Attorney?

• Do you have a Medical Power-of-
Attorney that includes HIPAA?
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CONCLUSION

Consider What’s Important 
to You as a Believer and 
Protect Your Family. Plan 
to Leave a Godly Legacy.

Remember Proverbs 22:3 
– What Does a Wise Man 
Do?



CONCLUSION

• Please pass in the data sheets for 
the Christian’s Will even if they 
are not totally completed

• For a Financial Advisor with a 
Biblical Worldview or to locate a 
Christian attorney please visit our 
website, www.TheLifeGroup.org, 
or call us at (610)-385-4500



LEARN MORE ABOUT US

www.LifeInstitute.org

978 Ben Franklin Hwy, E
Douglassville, PA 19518

(610) 385-4500

DISCLAIMER

Securities & Advisory Services offered through Geneos Wealth Management.  
Member FINRA & SIPC. 
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